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Chapter 1 


The Face of the 
Ancient Near East 
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A second, less important 
interregional highway linked 
Arabia with Damascus. This “King’s 
Highway” (Num. 21:22) extended 
from Ezion-geber at the top of the 
Gulf of Aqabah through the Trans¬ 
jordan to Damascus. Important cit¬ 
ies along ibis route included Kir- 

hareseth, Dibon, Heshbon, Ramoth-gilead, Ashtaroth, and 
Karnaim. Caravans conveyed spices and perfumes as well as 
other goods from the Arabian Peninsula along this route. Though 
of less importance militarily than the International Coastal High¬ 
way, the economic potential of the King’s Highway occasioned 
many conflicts between Israel, Damascus, and other minor king¬ 
doms of the Transjordan region. 
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The Middle East 

Physical Geography 

The major countries of the Middle East bor¬ 
der on deserts to the west and south, and 
mountains to the north and east. A moun¬ 
tain range also extends from north to south 
paralleling the Mediterranean coast. 

The foothills along the Syrian and Arabi¬ 
an deserts are forested mainly with oaks and 
pines. The great rivers of the Nile and the 
Tigris and Euphrates flow through the desert 
lands, making them irrigable. The whole 
area serves as a land bridge between the two 
continents of Africa and Asia. 


International Routes 

The routes in the Middle East conform to 
the terrain and climate of the area. Two 
major routes demand special mention. The 
coastal route (Via Maris or Way of the Sea, 
cf. Isaiah 9.1) connects Egypt with Assyria 
and Babylon. Beginning in Fanis it skirts the 
coast to Gaza, crosses the Carmel range at 
Megiddo and goes through the Plain of 
Jezreel to Hazor. Here it divides in two 
branches, one going north through the 
Beqaa valley between the Lebanon and the 
Antilebanon ranges along the Orontes valley 


to Hamath, and then to Aleppo. From Alep¬ 
po it divides again, turning south to Tiphsah 
on the Euphrates and continuing beyond to 
Mari, Babylon and Ur, or going north to Car- 
chemish and then eastward to Haran, Gozan 
(Guzanu) and Nineveh. From Hazor the 
alternative route goes to Mari by way of 
Damascus and Tadmor (Palmyra). 

The second major route is the King's 
Highway (cf. Numbers 20.17; 21.22 and map 
2), which goes south from Damascus to 
Elath and on to the oasis of Tema and to 
Southern Arabia. 















Chapter 2 


Natural Regions of Palestine 



14 B 


IS E 



j i jy 

Rosh HaNiqra t 

{UddtroITvttj.i 

/ l X' !*». 

J H * Hule 


Ml C 


Caesarea 


> .-. T"- 

■i %. 

// GAULEE BASH AN 


• 5 -'£■ 

J M/giddo* 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA 


I»Ppa." 


< 

v. 


. C Aplirk 


O 


hi 


RamnUv #n»«i 




n' fcu-C^ c /'' «. “ 

* <*»'. ^ JkOcV 

V "h l-.iMl.nf Hcihbnn 

; s r’ v *• 

*"••• .. .V,° b»h* v° /, mishor c 


# Habbah iAmman | 

















Palestine 

Physical geography 

Palestine may be divided into 
four zones from west to east. 

The Coastal /.one is narrow in 
the north, widening into the 
Plain of Acco, and south of the 
Carmel Range it broadens into 
the Coastal Plain. 

The Central Mountain Range con¬ 
tinues the Lebanon and Galilean 
mountains into the central 
mountains south of the Valley 
of Jezreel (the Plain of 
Fsdraelon) which are broken by 
broad open valleys, and further 
south in the more forbidding 
mountains of Judea by narrower 
valleys, finally melding into the 
steppes of the Negeh. 

The Ionian Valley, a part of the 
Great Rift Valley which extends 
from Turkey to Central Africa, is 
dominated by the Upper Jordan 
River which rises in the foothills 
of Mount Hermon to flow 
through Lake Huleh to the Sea 
of Galilee, and continues as the 
Lower Jordan River to the Dead 
Sea. South of the Dead Sea it 
becomes the Arahah Valley, 
which extends to the Gulf of 
Aqaba. 

The Transjordan Plateau is called 
Hauran in the north, the Central 
Highlands south of the Yarmuk 
River, and Southern Highlands 
south of the Dead Sea. To the 
east of the mountains lies the 
Syrian desert. 

Finally, a striking characteristic 
of the land is the series of trans¬ 
verse valleys from the Central 
Mountain Range to the Mediter¬ 
ranean and to the Jordan River 
from both the Central Mountain 
Range and the Transjordan 
Plateau. 
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Chapter 3 


Life in Ancient Palestine 
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Part Two 


The Hebrew 
Bible Period 




Chapter 4 


Before Abraham 
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The Paleolithic period, or “Old Stone Age,” describes 
that stage when people lived by hunting and gathering. Forag¬ 
ing for food and hunting wild animals consumed practically all 
of life’s energies. 
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THE TABLE OF NATIONS 

enesis 10 presents a list of nations descended from 
the three sons of Noah: Japheth, Ham, and Shem. 

This “Table of Nations” is unique in the ancient 
world and contains seventy names of ancestral heads of nations 
and peoples known to Israel. The list proceeds from the less 
important, for the purposes of the writer, to the most important. 
The fourteen descendants of Japheth are named first. Japheth’s 
descendants generally arc associated with areas north and 
northwest of Canaan, including mainland Greece, Asia Minor 
(modern Tiirkey), certain Mediterranean islands (Crete, Cyprus, 
and Rhodes'), and the mountainous areas from Armenia to the 
Caspian Sea. 

The list next names thirty descendants of Ham. The 
Hamites generally are located in North Africa (Egypt and the 
Sudan), along the coast of Somaliland and the west Arabian 
coasts, and in certain sections of Mesopotamia. Canaan along with 


many ol the people-groups Israel encountered as she entered the 
promised land ( Amorites, Jcbusites, Perizzites. Hivites, 
Girgashitcs, and others) are listed as I lamitcs. 

The last and most extensive part of the list contains 
twenty-six descendants of Shem. the ancestor of Israel. Genesis 
11:10-26 connects Shem with Abram (Abraham), who received 
God's gracious covenant of blessing and hope for the human race 
(Gen. 12:1-3). 

Identification of many of Shem's descendants remains 
uncertain. Some of the names seem to refer to areas of northwest 
Mesopotamia (Eber, Pcleg, Aram). Elam was at the bend of the 
Persian Gulf, while Asshur and Arpachshad are in the upper 
Tigris region. Several names can be located plausibly in 
Somaliland (Havdah, Ophir). The thirteen sons of Joktan arc 
related to the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula. 
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The Biblical Table of 
Nations 

Genesis 10 

The genealogical table in Gene¬ 
sis 10 reflects Israel's views of 
world geography In the post- 
Exilic period. It was probably 
compiled in the 5th or 4th cen¬ 
tury B.C., incorporating earlier 
materials and primitive tradi¬ 
tions. The peoples of the world 
are divided into three groups 
descended from the three sons 
of Noah: Shem, Ham and 
Japheth. Despite the many dou¬ 
blets in the list, it is evident that 
Shem lives to the east, Ham to 
the south, and Japheth to the 
north, corresponding to the 
three regions of the earth then 
recognized. The names are repre¬ 
sented here on a modern map of 
the Middle East. 
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The Biblical Table of 
Nations in the Hellenistic 
Period 

lubilees 8-9 

The book of Jubilees from the 
2nd century B.C. presents a 
revised form of the table of 
nations in Genesis 10, interpret¬ 
ing it in the light of the new 
geographical knowledge of the 
Hellenistic period. It tells how 
the world was allotted to the 
three sons of Noah. Shem 
received the best part, the cen¬ 
tral part of the earth bounded by 
a line extending northward to 
the Tina (Don) River through 
Karaso (Hellespont) and the 
Caspian and Me'at (Azov) seas, 
and southward from Karaso 
through l.ud to the waters of 
Dedan (Red Sea). All the lands 
north and west of this line 
belonged to Japheth, and the 
lands south and west were the 
heritage of Ham. 

















ANCIENT NEAR EAST IN THE 
THIRD MILLENNIUM 





















Chapter 5 


The World of the Patriarchs 
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PALESTINE IN THE MIDDLE 
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Abraham and 
Isaac 

Genesis 11.27-25. IS 
Abraham was from 
Ur Kasdim, or Ur of 
the Chaldees, going 
first to Haran in 
Upper Mesopotamia 
and then on to 
Canaan, where he 
settled in Hebron. 
Through Isaac, his 
son by Sarah, he 
became the ancestor 
of all the Israelite 
tribes. Through Ish- 
mael, his son by 
Hagar, and other 
sons by other wives, 
he became the 
ancestor of other 
nations. 
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Sites in the Amarna 
Archives 

During the reign of Amenophis 
IV (1352-1336 B.also known 
as Akhenaton, the royal resi¬ 
dence was moved from Thebes 
to Akhetaton, today known as 
Tell el-Amarna, where an archive 
comprising some 400 letters 
written in cuneiform on clay 
tablets has been discovered. 
Some were addressed to the 
Egyptian pharaoh by rulers of 
the other great powers of Baby¬ 
lon, Mitanni and Hittites, but 
they were mainly from vassal 
kings in Palestine and Syria. 
These letters reveal insights into 
the political relationships of the 
Late Bronze Age, especially dur¬ 
ing the twenty years covered by 
the archive - the Amarna period. 

The map gives the names of 
places in their later biblical 
forms where possible. Not all 
the names in the correspon¬ 
dence are shown, however, as 
many have not yet been identi¬ 
fied. 
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CANAAN IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY: 
THE TELL EL-AMARNA TABLETS 

• City or city-state mentioned in the 
Amarna Tablets 

° Mentioned city (uncertain location) 

M Hablru harassment of local rulers 
Kingdom of Shechem 
Kingdom of Amurru 

Selected kings mentioned 
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The Egyptian Empire in 
the Near East 

In a Second Intermediate Period 
a part of Egypt was ruled by for¬ 
eigners, tiie Asiatic Hyksos (15th 
dynasty), who made Avaris in 
the eastern delta their capital. 

But about 1550 B.C. the first 
kings of 18th dynasty w'ere able 
to expel the foreigners and 
reunify Egypt. The succeeding 
kings, especially Tutmose 111 
(1457-1425 B.C.), conquered 
Palestine and Syria to make 
Egypt a great power, dominating 
the lands of the eastern Mediter¬ 
ranean and the Near East. 

Archaeologically this marked 
the beginning of the Late Bronze 
Age. 
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The Exodus 
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Chapter 8 


Conquest and Settlement 
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The Conquest of Canaan 

Numbers 13-14; 21-32; Deuteronomy 2-3; Joshua 12 
The map is based on three distinct traditions which were eventually 
combined in a single narrative. The mission of the spies in Numbers 
13-14 reflects an immigration into Canaan from the south. I'he con¬ 
quest of Transjordan is recounted in Numbers 21-32 and Deuterono¬ 
my 2-3. The conquest of Canaan is finally summarized in Joshua 12 
by a list of conquered lands and cities. These three traditions account 
for all the territory of Palestine and the southern Transjordan later 
claimed by Israel. 
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The Conquest by Joshua 

Joshua 2.1-11.15 

The account of Joshua's conquest deals with only two areas in the 
promised land. The first campaign was in the south, concentrating 
primarily in the area later occupied by the tribe of Benjamin, and 
with the Israelites' base camp at Gilgal near the Jordan (Joshua 2-10). 
The second campaign was the conquest of Galilee at the battle of 
Merom Waters and the capture of Hazor, the chief city of the region 
(Joshua 11.1-15). No mention is made of the central hill country (cf. 
the lists in Joshua 13-19. 
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LIMITS OF ISRAELITE SETTLEMENT AND THE 
LAND YET TO BE CONQUERED 

JOSH. 13:1-7; 15:63; 16:10; 17:11-18 
JUDC. 1:1-3:6 
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o City (uncertain location) 

• City specified by Judges I as not taken by Israel 
4 Mountain peak 

1 Limit of Israelite control 
y Areas yet to be conquered 
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The Division of the Land 

Joshua l'A-19. 

Joshua IS.20-62; 18.21-28; 
19.40-46 

After Joshua's conquest, the land 
was divided among the tribes of 
Israel. The lists in Joshua 13-19 
contain diverse elements. Some 
describe boundaries while others 
are lists of cities. Dating the lists 
is difficult because they reflect 
different periods in the history 
of Israel. One of the lists (Joshua 
15.20-62, the cities of Judah) is 
generally assigned to the reign 
of King Josiah. The 
final composition of Joshua 
13-19 was evidently during the 
Hasmonean period, reflecting 
their territorial claims. 
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The Levitical Cities 

Joshua 21; 1 Chronicles 639-66 
(Vulgate 6.S4-S1) 

When the land of Palestine was 
divided among the tribes of 
Israel the dans of the priestly 
tribe of Levi were not allotted a 
single area for their settlement. 
Instead they were given certain 
cities within the areas allotted to 
the other tribes. A number of 
these cities were also designated 
places of refuge, where a person 
accused of accidental killing 
could find sanctuary from 
avengers. 

The origins of this list are 
unknown. 
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The Period of the Judges 

judges 1-21; 1 Samuel 1-7 
The time between the conquest 
of Palestine and the reign of 
King Saul is called the period 
of the judges. Judges 1-21 and 
1 Samuel 1-7 preserve the tradi¬ 
tions of various tribes and clans 
from this period as they were 
later edited to form a continu¬ 
ous narrative. It is almost impos¬ 
sible to determine the chrono¬ 
logical and historical relation¬ 
ships of these traditions to each 
other and assign them precise 
dates. 

In the archaeology of Pales¬ 
tine this is the early Iron Age, 
approximately between 1200 
and 1000 B.C.. The map shows 
the extent to which the 
Israelites were able to occupy 
the land of Canaan, and the 
areas and cities they were unable 
to conquer (Judges 1.27-36). 
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THE MINISTRY OF SAMUEL AND 
ANOINTMENT OF SA UL 

I SAM. 7:15-17; 9:15-10:1 
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Saul 

I Samuel 9-31; 2 Samuel 2.8f; 
l Chronicles 9.35-10.14 
In response to external pres¬ 
sures, especially from the 
Philistines, the leader Saul from 
the tribe of Benjamin succeeded 
about 1000 B.C. in uniting the 
tribes and clans of Israel as a 
kingdom, or rather a chiefdom, 
although he was unable to 
establish their territorial integri¬ 
ty. His reign was characterized 
externally by wars and internal¬ 
ly by his rivalry with David. Saul 
was killed together with his sons 
in battle against the Philistines 
on Mount Gilboa, probably in 
an attempt to join together the 
territories of the central and 
northern Israelite tribes. 
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David 

2 Samuel 2-1 Kings 2; I Chroni¬ 
cles 11-29 

David was first anointed king of 
Judah in Hebron, and then also 
king of Israel after the death of 
Ishbosheth. He conquered the 
Jebusite city of Jerusalem and 
made it his capital. He then pro¬ 
ceeded to capture several 
Canaanite cities in the north 
(Megiddo, Taanach, Beth-shan), 
and in the following years sub¬ 
jugated the kingdoms of Edom, 
Moab and Ammon. Apparently 
the Philistines in Damascus and 
Aram were vassals. 

In 2 Samuel 24 there is the 
account of a census commis¬ 
sioned by David and undertaken 
byjoab. The itinerary followed 
by Joab in 2 Samuel 24.5-8 pre¬ 
sents an ideal outline of the 
extent of David's kingdom. 
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Solomon 

1 Kings 1-12; 2 Chronicles 1-9 
Solomon's empire extended far 
beyond the borders of Israel. His 
vassal states included Aram, 
Ammon, Moab and Edom, and 
his commercial ventures 
expanded throughout the 
known world. He organized his 
administration effectively, divid¬ 
ing Israel into twelve provinces 
based on the traditional tribal 
boundaries, with a governor for 
each province. 

The map shows the twelve 
provinces as described in 1 Kings 
4, and the cities he fortified as 
an inner line of defense (1 Kings 
9). Finally, it was Solomon who 
huilt the Jerusalem temple. 
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SOLOMON'S BUILDING 
ACTIVITIES 


1 KGS. 0-7; 9:1-22; 

2 CHR. 2-4; 8:1-12 
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Throne Hall 



Cate behind the guards? 

t J 
10 cubits 


House of the forest of Lebanon 


Solomon's Temple 

1 Kings 6-7; 2 Kings 11; 2 Chronicles 3-4 
In 965 B.C. King Solomon began to build the temple north of 
Jerusalem on the threshing floor of Araunah, also known as Mount 
Moriah (2 Chronicles 3.1). Although it was seven years in building, it 
was only a part of a larger palace project which took thirteen years to 
complete. Little is known about the palace, and this map is a recon¬ 
struction based largely on excavations of contemporary palaces and 
temples in the Middle East. 
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JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF 

DA VID AND SOLOMON 

2 SAM. 5:6-12; 24:18-25 

1 CHR. 11:4-9 

1 KGS. 5-7; 9:15 

2 CHR. 3-4 
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The Kingdoms of 
Judah and Israel 
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The Kingdoms of 
Israel and Judah 

ISRAEL, JUDAH Hebrew kingdoms 
ASHER etc. Tribal areas 
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The Kingdoms of Israel 
and Judah 

1 Kilims 12-1S; 2 Chronicles 
10-15 

After Solomon's death, Israel 
divided into two kingdoms: 
Judah in the south with 
Jerusalem as its capital; and 
Israel in the north with its capi¬ 
tal at first at Shechem, then 
Tirzah, and finally at Samaria. 
King Jeroboam built his own 
temples at Bethel and at Dan. 
Only after prolonged combat 
was the border established with 
Benjamin as part of Judah. 

Shortly after the division 
Pharaoh Shishak launched an 
invasion of Israel and Judah. 
King Rehoboam responded by 
fortifying a number of cities in 
Judah. 

The map shows the border 
between the kingdoms, the 
route of Shishak's invasion 
(according to the list of con¬ 
quered cities recorded in the 
temple at Karnak), and the cities 
fortified by Rehoboam. 
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The Golden Age of the 9th Century B.C. 

1 Kings 16.23-2 Kings 13; 2 Chronicles 17-24 
In the mid 9th century B.C., King Omri of Israel and his successor 
Ahab, with the aid of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, created an empire 
comparable to that of David and Solomon. Meanwhile King Mesha 
of Moab was seeking to expand his power westward across the Jor¬ 
dan. Political and religious tensions in Israel led to Jehu's rebellion in 
841 B.C., with the destruction of the royal houses of both Israel and 
Judah and the decline of both kingdoms. This was the period of the 
prophets Elijah and Elisha in the northern kingdom. 


The Golden Age of the 8th Century B.C. 

2 Kings 13.10-15.7; 2 Chronicles 25-26; Arnos 
During the period of 790-750 B.C. the kingdom of Israel under Jer¬ 
oboam II and the kingdom of Judah under Azariah/Uzziah enjoyed a 
renaissance of power. Both kings were successful in their wars against 
Syria in the north, and against Ammon, Moab, Edom and the 
Philistines in the south. They broadly expanded the areas under their 
authority and gained control over the major caravan routes — a 
success made possible by the weakened state of the Assyrian empire. 
This was the period of the prophets Amos of Tekoa and Hosea in the 
north. 
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PALESTINE 

Travel Routes 

The highways in Palestine are 
dictated by the terrain and the 
climate. Besides the two major 
international routes - the coast¬ 
al route (Via Maris, the Way of 
the Sea of Isaiah 9.1 KJV), and 
the King's Highway of Numbers 
20.17; 21.22 (cf. map 6) - two 
further north-south routes 
should be mentioned: one along 
the crest of the Central Range, 
and one through the Jordan Val¬ 
ley. There were also several 
important cross routes, such as 
the road from the coast north of 
the Carmel Range, going 
through Megiddo and Beth-shan 
to Pella, or from Caesarea 
through Samaria and Shechem 
to the Jordan and on to 
Mahanaim, or from the coastal 
route through Bethel and Jeri¬ 
cho to the Ammonite cities of 
Rabbah or Heshbon. This system 
of highways can be traced back 
to the beginning of the Bronze 
Age at the beginning of the 
third millennium B.C. 























ELIJAH AND ELISHA 

I KGS. 17-21; 

2 KGS. 1:1-2; 2:1-25; 4-9; 13:14-21 
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THE REVOLT OF JEHU 

2 KGS. 9 : 1 - 10:31 
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THE RISE OF ASSYRIA: 
ASHURNASIRPAL II AND 
SHALMANESER III 

• Modem city 


o City (uncertain location) 


* Mountain peak 
X Battle of Qarqar 


< Campaigns of Ashumasirpal II (c. 875 BC) 

<— Campaigns of Shalmaneser III (c. 850 BC) 

□ Assyrian Heartland 

■ Expansion under Ashumasirpal II and 
Shalmaneser III 

□ Zone of Assyrian influence 
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The Fall of the Kingdom of Israel 

2 Kings 15-17; 2 Chronicles 28.16-21; Isaiah 7-9; 10.28-82; 20 
The Assyrian conquests after 750 B.C. led to the fall of the northern 
kingdom of Israel. In 732 Tiglath-Pileser III (744-727 B.C.) estab¬ 
lished Dor (Duru), Megiddo (Magiddu) and Gilead (Galaza) as Assyri¬ 
an provinces, and made Israel and Judah vassal states. Israel rebelled 
and was defeated by Shalmaneser V (727-722 B.C.), and had its capi¬ 
tal Samaria destroyed (722 B.C.). Sargon 11 (722-705) deported part of 
the population to Assyria, and made the northern kingdom the 
province of Samarina (Samaria). In 713 B.C. Sargon conquered the 
Philistine cities in the south and organized them as the Assyrian 
province of Asdudu (Ashdod), leaving the kingdom of Judah sur¬ 
rounded by Assyrian provinces. 
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Chapter 11 


Judah Alone amid 
International Powers 
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Judah under King Hezekiah 


72a 


2 Kings 18-20; 1 Chronicles 4.35-43; 2 Chronicles 29-32; 

Isaiah 10.28-32; 20; 36-39; Micah 1.8-16 

Under Hezekiah (716-687 B.C.) Judah was a vassal of Assyria. Heze¬ 
kiah attempted to strengthen his national defenses by designating 
four cities as military depots. On the death of Sargon II (705 B.C.) 
Hezekiah rebelled against his successor Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.) 
who responded in 701 by invading Judah and besieging Jerusalem. 
Sennacherib defeated an Egyptian force at Eltekeh and made his 
headquarters in Lachish, the capture of which is depicted on the 
gates of his new palace in Nineveh. 
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST JUDAH 
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THE REIGN OFJOSIAH 
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2 CHR. 34-35 
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The Districts of )udah 
under King Josiah 

losluui 15.20-62; 18.21-28; 
19.40-46 

These lists enumerate the towns 
in the twelve districts of Judah. 
According to recent scholarship 
they reflect conditions during 
the reign of Josiah about 620 
H.C., although they are cited in 
the book of Joshua to illustrate a 
much earlier period. 

The map 

shows the districts of Judah and 
the relative density of their pop¬ 
ulation in the time of Josiah. 
Only the towns whose locations 
have been identified are shown 
on the map. The remainder are 
listed below it. When the topo¬ 
graphical evidence has been 
convincing, some places have 
been transposed from the dis¬ 
tricts indicated in the book of 
Joshua. 
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The Golden Age of King Josiah 

2 Kings 21-23; 2 Chronicles 33-35 

As the Assyrian empire weakened (cf. map 17), Josiah was able to 
recapture parts of Israel that had been lost in 732 and 722 B.C. How¬ 
ever, the extent to which he established his control over the former 
northern kingdom is questionable. Josiah was killed at Megiddo in an 
attempt to halt an Egyptian army from joining forces to support the 
Assyrian army in its frontier wars (cf. map 18). Josiah's reign saw the 
beginning of Jeremiah's prophetic ministry. 
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Chapter 12 


The Babylonian Exile 
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Chapter 13 


The Persian Period 




THRACE 


CASPIAN 


AEGEAN' 
a SEA ■ e 


s 0 - v 

s ycUE Carchemlsh Hvan 
* V Barsip 
*Aleppo 

Rezeph 


Ninevel 


Rhode'. 


*Arbela 


Ecbaiana^ 


Haird 

Arvadf 

Byblos^ 

Sldon a I 
Tyre, 


Arrapha 


jpura Europos 


( Riblah fadmor 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA 


.Damascus 


Babylon 


Tahpanhes 

(Daphne) 


# Kabbah (Amman) 
Jerusalem 


Ashdodi 

GazaJ 


ELAM 


^Pasargadae 

PERSIA 

IVassal of the Modes) 


CHALDEA 


Noph 

(Memphis)' 


Ezion-geber 


Dumah 1 


PERSIAN 

GULF 


Noamon 
IThebesI' 


400 Mllrs 


0 100 200 300 400 ICitonMtcn 


WORLD POWERS OF 

THE SIXTH CENTURY 

• 

City 

• 

Modem city 

★ 

Kingdom capital 

A 

Mountain peak 
















CASPIAN 


Djucylium Aricyra 
Plateau of * 

LYDiA ^ 


JroasJB 

'AEGEAN^' 

JS. 9&1 • . 


Pteira 


Sardl*^ 
Lphcsus 
’ Miletus 


Iconlum 


Malatya 


taurus 


Carchoialiih 


Santis fills to H 
Persian fonrcs in H 
546 AC V 


Cyrus plunders 
the Median capital, 
$50 AC 


Damghan 


pArpad 

•Aleppo 


Rhodes 

» 

F'osidlum 


Arbela 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA 


SIppar. 

^unaxa 

Babylon* 

Borsippa* 


.Damascus 


Cyrus establishes 
his capital at 
Pasargadae 


Tahpanhes 

(Daphne) 


• 9 Kabbah i Amman) 
’Jerusalem 


Kerman, 
*19 N 


• Migdol 
On (Heliopolis) 


i, Pasargadae 


PERSIA 

(559 B C.) 


THE CONQUESTS OF 
CYRUS THE GREAT 


* Kingdom capital 
Battle 

a Mountain peak 

t — Cyrus's route 

Direction of 
' Cyrus's campaig 
from 546-580 


PERSIAN 

GULF 


Dedan 

DFDAN 


RED 

No-amon 

(Thcbesl SEA 


100 200 300 400 Kilomoten 


Cvorus 

TripolisJ 

Thapsakos 

■1 Cyrus defeats the 
Habvlonlan army 

,Qatria 


Byblos^a 

Tadmor 

• 


1 .it Opts, 530 ic 



S y r o • Cynjsandhls 

1 troops enter 

r a b i a n Btbyion, S30 a < 




Cyrus wins 1 
a victory over 1 
the Modes I 

-r-fsr 

a 

e s e r t 

"1<1 

Dumah" 



Border of areas 
conquered by Cyrus 

Kingdom of Anshan 



























ARAL 

SEA 


Danube 


BLACK SEA 


Phasts 


The Battle 
of Thermopylae 


MOSCHI Trap * ZUS 
(MESHECH) ARMENIA 


-.Delphi.,,. 


SOGD>* N * 


CAPPADOCIA 

Tyana 


Malatya 


Mariana 

JMargus) 


Iconium, 

Derbe, 

V”% '■' U,L 

Ian thus (CILICIA 


Xerxes suffers his most 
crushing de/eel at Ihe 
hands of the Creeks In 
480 tic. 


BACTR1A 


(Tuning Ti 


Tesmcs 

(Meshed) 


The Persian advance Is 
stopped In 480 tic. 
by Greek warriors. 
Darius retreats In defeat. 


Haran AT/ 
£ Thapsakos 
Tadmor 


lamghan 


RIhhIvs 


Asshur 


PARTHIA 


• Taxlla 


Cyprus 


SACARTIA 


MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

Jjyrene 


Iranian 

Plateau 


Gabae 

(Isfahan! 


•Nippur reSqs 

NI 4 E | 


Site where Darius 
began building a new 
royal residence 


DRANG1ANA 


Xerxes sacks 
Babylon In 480 H.C 


Kerman 


ARABIA 


Dumah 


Memphis 

Saqqarah 


Southern Palestine Is valuable due 
to Its control of the ma/or routes 
leading to Egypt. 


CARMANIA 


SATTOCYDIA 


PERSIS 


Syro- 

Arahian 

Desert 


Xerxes dies In a palace 
coup In 405 &c 


Sahara Desert 


Dedan 


CEDROSIA 

(MAKA) 


Patiala 


Syene 1 
(Elephantine) 


ETHIOPIA 


ARABIAN SEA 


0 100 200 300 400 500 Kilometers 


THE PERSIAN EMPIRE 

• 

City 

O 

Major Persian 
administrative center 

A 

Royal citadel of 

Persian kings 

▲ 

Mountain peak 

X 

Battle 

(PERSIS) 

Satrapy or regional 
name 

Royal road 


— 

Other road 

m 

Persian Empire 


































Hamath 

•Qatna 


Cyprus / 

Sephai 

MEDITERRANEAN Byblos* 

SEA Sidon/i 


Tadmor 


/f 

Sippar 
. .Opls 
-..•Cuthah 


Damascus 


Area conquered by 
Cambyses In 525 AC; 
Egypt frequently rebelled 
against Persian rule 
from ca. 500 AC onward. 


Ezra leads a group of 
Jews back to Jerusalem. He 
was appointed minister of 
religious affairs by Artaxerxes 
458 B.c. 


Borsipp? 


Memphis 


THE RETURNS OF JEWISH 
EXILES TO JUDAH 

THE EDICT OF CYRUS: EZRA 1:2-4; 6:1-4 
see also EZRA 1:5-8:35 

NEH. 1-3 

• City 

o City (uncertain location) 

4 Sheshbazzar’s and 
Zerubbabei’s route 

4 Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s route 

] Cyrus's Persian Empire 


CILICIA 

^Tarsus Carchcm,sh . 

# Arpad 


Mikhl 


River 


Rezeph 


Rabbah 

.(Amman) 


JordaA Rb ter 


lemple rebuilt and 


dedicated In 
520 B.C 




— 




UW 


Ij krU rai 


] uian 


Halah 


Gozan 


50 E 

CASPIAN 

SEA 


First Sheshbazzar, then 
Zerubbabel led groups 
of Jewish exiles back 
to Judah between about 
537 and 522 B.C. 


Ecbatana. 




Susa 


• Nippur 


River 


''zion-geber 


100 200 300Kflometers 


Nehemiah hears of dire 
conditions in Judah and 
returns to Jerusalem under 
royal appointment 
444 AC 

* 

_300Mite PERSIAN 

' U k GULF 


40 E 

























THE PROVINCE OF JUDAH 
AND NEHEMIAH'S ENEMIES 
IN THE FIFTH CENTURY 

NEH. 4-6; 13:4-0 

• City 

° City (uncertain location) 

* Possible district capitals 
——- Major trade route 



JamniaZ 


•tod 
Glitalm ' 


Bethhoron* 


Ashciocf 


MEDITERRANEAN 

SEA Ashkelon ■ 


C 

o 

' ^ Lkron* 

S* 

h 

r 


Geze W 


Mizpah 


Bethel 
Al .. 

Michmash 


• mmaus Ra ma h^ #Geba 

zBeeroth 

Zorah •Klrlain # Nob 

' •lerasalem ' 

iarmuth YEHUD ★ B eU)-hacc^ r rei 

. (JUDAH) •B.'.hlHtem 

Azekah* w ’ 


Cligal 

★ 


The wealthy Tobudi 
meddle In the affairs of 
Judah for centuries 


Rabbah 

(Amman) 


Jericho AMMON 


Ml ‘ 
Nebo 


Heshbon 
*Medeba 


Keitah* 

Mareshah _ * 


Lachisti 


Adullam # Cedor "Ttkoa 
* Beth-zur 

. Hebron 


1 r.l 


.Hshlcmoa 


W DEAD 1 
I SEA 

B En-gedl 


r: 


.Ziklag 


kedar,. 


Ceshem the Arab, one of 
Nthemiah’s enemies, controls 
trade routes vital to Persian 
Interest. 


IDUMEA 

(EDOMITES) 

jBcth pelet 


ft . 


MOAB 


Beersheba^ 




Kirdiaresepi 

* 

L. 7r 


Negeb 



32 N 


EDOM 

























Sidon* 


%e1*ucfst 


Ptolemais. 
< Accor 


•nncsarjet 


Strsto’s Tower* 


Apollonii 


j&ffene) 

\rium 


m Bethel 


Ashkelon. 

(Ascalom 




(Dead 

Sea) 


86a 


w 

Palestine after the Exile 

® Towns mentioned in Ezra- Nehemiah 


20 Miles 


10 20 Kilometres 


Ladder of Tyre 

Achiib/e — 


(Mediterranean 

Sea) 


/T\ a, Mahsa, Ke,l ‘ 

Anlhf'don* ^ 

tglonl 

ii- jo #C azj y' 


•Kapha 

6 




\ 

© Access Foundation 

V »«• .0 w 


Z I 

•Damascus 




Hnof 


•Maked 


•toskam*^ 

Mojdota. O * RaPh0 " 

(Toncheoel' Lake) ,CJias(J to* Cjrnaim . eQathema • 


(k »H 


. • Shihn, 

C$<Asochii) 


• Ah m.i 


Bethyarah 
< Phi lot dr i a ) 


• Gadara 




K/ •Arbeit 


tphron 


Bo/rah • 


Beth 

fScvHfo, 


(Bosora) 


n<> 


9 Narbala 




Dothan 


on the Chrysorhoat 


• Samaria 


*§\Ht l.hoL 
•Shoe hem 

■a l/f C~ m «’ 1 ' ( 11 tty 


Pharathon • rr* Mt Geri/un 
iPuaihan)' ' 

^ •Akrabatta 




2 a •Rathamin (Ramathaimi 

... •Timnath 

at 0 Bem/eth ’Berzethc 
Lod I C.nnhn% •Anhdiff m,i 


•Gadafd 

A ‘MM O N 

• Ph, , 

»*.» f,n,r ' Ri,b 




Heshbon 


Samaq 


madt b i 


• Dabafpth.' 
*Ubba j 
s 


■-- Jet to?/ » 


Maiada* 


k Al 

> A iath 


Meronoth- 


Etta* 


•: Michm&h 


Mlzpah • 


Capharsalama* nar ^ dh a, Geba 
BeerothtBerea)? £ * Maia •■Aimmeth 


eChephirah * Haior 


Anathoth 


* Kinath-tearim ® 

Jerusalem* 


• Anamah 

V Ip Miles 




Ip kilometres 


-^ 

AphektRegmy T . 

/I (TappiiaM 

,u i ™ 

Onot, • Ra( * 


coo * u 

( Cittairw Beth-hor 

lazara - ... T ,,_^- _ 

t (/> >ccx>' -*ezer JJ • C/beon* *Geba 

fed roil* Kinjh^ear 


£ [krone J or , 


Beeroth/mAnathot) 

i 

DLA)| 

ethlehem'i ti€r ^ ^ acc ^ c e ^fi ,n teshkfia 

I h-zechanah* eNetophab 


*Ce"f ,W * 9? •Ln-nmmon 


Jekabze'el ? 
Moladahn % 

, Beer-shbba 
Hazar-shual* a\ 

^ *Hormah 





























Chapter 14 


The Hellenistic Period 
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The Maccabees 

1 -2 Maccabees 

In 168 B.C. Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 B.C.) set up an altar to 
Zeus in the temple at Jerusalem. This led to a Jewish uprising under 
the leadership of the priest Mattathias of Modein and his five sons, 
the most prominent of whom was Judas Maccabaeus from whom the 
movement took its name. After more than two decades of fighting 
Judea achieved independence as a kingdom under Syrian rule. Its 
royal dynasty was known as Hasmonean after Hasmon, the grandfa¬ 
ther of Mattathias. 
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Palestine in the Time of Jesus 

Idumea, Judea and Samaria were adminis¬ 
tered by a Roman prefect resident in Cae¬ 
sarea who bore the title procurator after A.D. 
41. Herod Antipas was tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea, and Philip was tetrarch of 
Gaulanitis and Batanea, lands to the north¬ 
east and east of Lake Galilee. The cities of 
the Decapolis were under the 
direct control of the governor of Syria. 










































Chapter 18 


The Life and Ministry 

of Jesus 














































The Birth, Childhood and Baptism of Jesus 

Matthew 1.1-4.11; Mark 1.1-13; Luke 1.1-4.13 

Accounts of the birth, childhood and baptism of Jesus are found in 

the first chapters of Matthew, Mark and Luke. 
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GALILEE IN THE TIME 
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Jesus' Ministry in Galilee and Journey to Jerusalem 

Matthew 4.12-21.1; Mark 1.14-11.1; Luke 4.14-19.27 
Jesus spent most of his ministry in Galilee, where he had grown up. 
He traveled mainly around Lake Galilee, with his home in Caper¬ 
naum. He may have gone to Jerusalem by way of Perea to avoid 
going through Samaria. 
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THE MINISTRY OF JESUS 
AROUND THE SEA OF GALILEE 

MATT. 5-7; 9:1-9 

MARK 1:21-34; 2:1-14; 4.-41; 5:1-20; 0:45-52 
LUKE 7:1-10; 9:12-17 
JOHN 6:1-25 
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Jesus' Ministry according to John 

John 

The account in the fourth Gospel differs in many ways from that of 
the first three Gospels. For example, Jesus visited Jerusalem more 
than once, and different places are named. This evidently represents 
an independent historical tradition which emphasizes events other 
than those in the synoptic Gospels. 
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Chapter 19 


Early Expansion of 
the Church 
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PAUL'S CONVERSION 
AND EARLY MINISTRY 

ACTS 9:1-30; 11:19-30; 12:24-25 
GAL. 1:11-24 
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It 

First journey 


Paul's Journeys 

Acts 9.1-30; 11.25-30; 12.25; 13-14; 15.36-18.22; 18.23-21.17; 27.1-28.16; Galatians 1-2 
While traveling to Damascus to persecute Christians there, Paul was himself converted, 
and in Damascus he was baptized. Then after some time in Arabia he returned to Dama¬ 
scus, visited Jerusalem briefly, and continued actively in evangelism in Cilicia and Syria 
with Antioch as his base. The church in Antioch sent him together with Barnabas on 
his first missionary journey. After visiting Jerusalem again he undertook his second and 
third missionary journeys which took him to Macedonia and Greece with extended 
periods of activity in Corinth and F.phesus. 

During his third and last visit to Jerusalem Paul was arrested and taken first to Cae¬ 
sarea, and then to Rome. 

Maps below illustrate the sequence of events narrated in Acts. Paul's own letters 
would suggest a different reconstruction of the events. 
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Chapter 20 


The First Jewish Revolt 
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TITUS'S CAMPAIGNS 
A.D. 69-70 
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Herod's Temple 

Herod the Great began work on the temple in 20/19 B.C., refurbish¬ 
ing Zerubbabel's temple of 520-515 B.C. without interrupting its use, 
and expanding it on a grand and glorious scale. The building was 
completed in A.D. 63, and destroyed by Titus in A.D. 70. 

The temple was built on a platform raised to a height of 170 feet 
above the rock base and measuring approximately 920 by 1590 feet. 





































































Chapter 21 


The Early Christian Church 
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